
Der Vater von Virginia Woolf 
über Alexander Seiler den Älteren
Leslie Stephen, ein �ühes Mitglied des Alpine Club und 1865-68 
dessen Präsident, war in Zerma� seit den 1850er Jahren Stamm-
gast im Hotel Monte Rosa. 

Der 86jährige Elias Borter erzählte 1961 eine Geschich-
te über einen Glaisen Hans der seinerzeit in Gletsch ge-
arbeitet hat:

Leslie Stephen und Alexander Seiler.
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arbeitet hat:



Zu den berühmten Mitgliedern des Alpine Club und regelmäs-
sigen Gästen im Monte Rosa gehörte auch Edward Whymper, der 
Erstbesteiger des Ma�erhorns:

In 1854, the Lauber inn was acquired by Mons. Alexandre Seiler, 
who christened it Hotel du Mont Rose. M. Seiler understood the 
art of inn-keeping. He knew how to welcome the coming and to 
speed the parting guest; and admirably seconded by his estimab-
le wife, he soon made a name for the Mont Rose. �ere was no 
need to advertise the house by the ordinary methods, for it was 
advertised su�ciently by its clentèle. If any-one enquired what is 
the best hotel in Zerma�? Or where shall we go? �e answer was 
„Go to the Monte Rosa“, or „Go to Seiler‘s.“ ... No one who knows 
the fact will dispute the capacity and tact with which he directed 
his a�airs, the genialty with which he received his patrons, and the 
kindliness which he and his esteemed wife extended to all who 
were in di�culty, had much to do with the development of the 
place, and that they occupy a very prominent position amongst 
the makers of Zerma�.

Edward Whymper: A Guide to Zerma�, London 1897, S. 15 und 
17.

Zerma� um 1860. Rechts das Hotel Monte Rosa, Stammhaus der Familie Seiler.




