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TO THE EDITGR OF THE TIMES.

Bir,—T seek the 2id of your workd-read solamns to exposy
an oulrage commitied on myeelf while travelling in Switzer-
land, fecling amured that j may have the effecr of
frevesting a repetition of the experhent npon tra
iguorant of tie law of {ho country and not koowing where
to turp for redress,

On Friday last on reashivg the Rbone Glacier Hotel,
ou my descent frem the Grimsel, about 11 aam, I
applied 1o be booked by dilizence to Dries, I waa
informed that the gendarnm: (whoss office adjoius the hotel)
was the bosking ofieer by the diitonce de la poste. Upe
applying to be booked the gendinve informed me that he
could seoure me **a plage,” Bat be could wot pron:isa
the coupe, as thut saizht be feil, that he wonld take the
money (LZ1.) for tie coupd, and if that was full he would rpe
turn me the difference between the chorse for the coups and
“apliee.”  Wheu the condectour de la porte arrived I ap-
plied to him for iy plice. Hewas far frow civil, and
stated that oy nae was not s bill, and that there was
o *plaee” for me. I referred him to Lhe gendarme,
As 1 do uot speaic Germzp I could not upderstand
the conversafion between them, but I cowld sec that the
coaducicur had resolved neb io give mea place. I then
asited the gendarme to see his , io orler to ascertzin
the names of the passengers boe Eome time after me,
and to discover whether they places, M application to
the landlord of the Rhone 1 {who spoke Eng-

was witheat efeer,

ish, pod at whese house I bhad &
and I drew the conelusion that it was™ julended to compel
nie to stay ab tha hotel i1l the morrow, or hire acarri
pairto Brieg at the cosbof f wenbag=in tothecond
and ieformed him that az “place™ haid been guars
by the authorized bookig oficer,aud I hiad pald my money,
I insisted on beiang taken to Brieg. I unly obtaiced more
incivility, Wken the time for stariicg (230 p.on} arrived,
I perceived that several rovurss and pot the ordinary dili-
genea were nbout to convey the passengers,  As there were
ofber carrinzes with horses ready to start, standing with
these voftures, 1 shioald ned have beew able fo aseertain
which of thein were intended to take the mail pescengers, if
I had pot marked the carriage two perzong {vwhom I had
heard say they had booked thronzh to Bries) eniered, 1
was in the zet of tal 7 s in olis carringe {thera
were two nnozonpi the fuctenr e Iz posie {a
powerlul fellow of some Git. lin) sprune at me like a tiger,
seized me by the arm amil beard {tearirg away a complete
handful), and throst me from the step of the earringe, Al
wlping stockwas in my Jeit band, and Ihad bold of tho
carriage with my rizht, hus prevented by the snd-
denness of the assanit from excrcising a0 Englishiman’s uszal
mode of defevce, While I wes thus held T aged o get
¥ alpive stock into the form of a bavenet charge.  Upon
this {and without the steek touching  him) the con-
ducteur leb ro bis hold, I hwmediately went to the
gendarme {who was pot far of), though I am not cer-
tain whether he witnessed the assaull or wot), avd re-
quested him to fzke the conducterr into enstody and take
own my charge, This disivterested public officer shrugged
his shoulders, said he conld do nothing, avd refused to zive
me the name of the conducteur or tell me where the Prefet
of the distriet resided. ‘Three Euglish gentlemen who wit-
opessed the aszaunlt, asd bed alreads hired o voiture to laks
them to Andermats, insisted upon accompanying me to Brieg
to testify to the assaalianud assist me to Ering the conducicur
to justice. "We hired the first rofture and pair at o cost of
T0i., and reached Brieg (sotwithstanding the 2ttem pts of tha
conducteier, who was first, to keep the road) before the pail,
The diredleur de o posie had left his burean, Lot we were
pramised an andiepce by the cleriz at 8 in tho morning. By
the advice of an arecat (for whaose honest advize I amn mnch
indebted) T stated the factsin the form of a leter of com-
plaint to the dirceleur de o posle, nod left with it the re-
ceipt given me by ihe geodarmeand the handfull of hair
the eonducteur had torn from my face. My three Lind
friends sccompanied me to the dircefewr, signed the
stafement of facts, and reguested to be exminined in
auy way he thought proper as to the assault. The
directeur informed wva that ke shonld t$ravsmit the let-
ter of complaint, together with his own report, to the
chief directcur de Iz posie, and added that the conducteur
had been placed on a fess vrofitible ronte io consequence of
his incivility to pessengers. I forwarded a copy of my letter
of compluint (by the avocnis adviee) to the British Consul
at Berme, asling for his tance,

In Eugland the cou o adopt in such a case iz plaie, but
in a country whose laws an Eoplishman is ienorant of, and
witen theassailek has to return ta England (us in my casa)
within a few days, the chonce of obtuining redres
very giuall, &s Dinsisted {much againsitheir inclin
upon paying the carriage bire of my thiree pood friends 4o
Andermatt {their origival destination), the £ 5. o, cost 4
me 13 142§, ezclusive of Lotel exponses, &e. This is o small
matter, bat freedom from personal violepce {eswccinlly at
the hands of a semi-official, a3 T presume the conductonr to
be} iz of great importanee to Boclish travellers in Switzer-
lapd. The mighty influence of The ¥mes may do much, if
Dot to redress the present grievance, af least to prevent the
commiszion of liks outrages on British subjects. ” I therefore
beg you to insert this letter in your journal.

I enclose my card, avd ain, Sir, your chadiest servant,

AN ENGLISH TOURIST IN SWITZERLAND.

Grand Flotel Miraberu, Rue de 12 Paix, Paris, Auvg. 15

P.3. Allow me throngh your jonraal to return my Learty
thanls to the three gentlsmen {from Londorn) who so kindly
afforded mo their assistange, of considerable personal incon-
venience, and also my ackrowledgiments for expressions of
symmathy to an Luglish elergyman and an Boghish plvs
cian and his wife, who were at Rhone (Glacier when the
assanlt was eommitted,
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